
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

What the League Tables donôt tell you 
When the Hawkeôs Bay Today published the 2009 NCEA results our achievement looked fairly 
moderate compared to some other Hastings schools.  What was surprising to our teaching staff was 
how much some other schools have ñimprovedò their performance in NCEA compared to the old days 
of School Certificate and Bursary.  Equally surprising was how few enquiries and comments were 
received from our parents about those relative pass rates.  Perhaps that shows that you parents have 
confidence in what we do and you understand that NCEA results cover up more than they display.      
I hope so, but I feel the need to reiterate our position. 

The fact is that, over the last five years, the standards and structures around NCEA have become 
pretty loose.  This is a fundamental design flaw which basically allows schools to set their own 
academic standards, particularly at Level 1.  Parents raised on the old School Certificate find this 
hard to believe, but it is true.  Schools can, if they choose, abandon examinations for all but their 
brightest pupils.  They replace these with internally assessed unit standards which have much higher 
pass rates than external assessment because they allow coaching by teaching staff and multiple re-
sits.  Some have adapted ITO (workplace) standards which are very easy indeed and whose courses 
are often worth 40 credits rather than the 20 for achievement standards. 

We have always thought that we should have high expectations of our pupils.  This does mean that 
some will fail, who, in a different environment, would be allowed to pass.  We have always held that to 
be truly functional and literate, pupils need to be at Level 6 of the curriculum, the level traditionally 
thought of as ñSchool Certò level.  Level 1 unit standards are a lot easier and, being internally 
assessed, have significantly higher pass rates. 

A lot of employers have been expressing concern that many school leavers seeking employment 
have very poor academic levels despite being in possession of NCEA Level 1 or 2.  Pita Sharples is 
also on record saying that the low achievement of young Maori is being disguised by undemanding 
unit standards courses. 

We do use the unit standards for our alternative programmes though we donôt allow coaching by 
teachers.  Pupils have to do the work themselves.  However, we donôt allow average ability pupils to 
do unit standards to insure against their failure in the higher level achievement standards exams. 

I suppose it is a matter of perception.  Other schools may say we are unrealistic in our expectations 
and that pupils need to pass to remain engaged at school.  We believe that for a qualification to have 
any meaning it must represent some real learning.  The qualification is meaningless if it pretends to 
be at year 11 level but is actually well below that.  We see that when we enrol pupils from other 
schools around the country.  Some come with more than 80 credits but they are often well behind our 
pupilsô levels of achievement and have to be placed in repeat classes.  The difference is spectacularly 
demonstrated by the numbers of pupils who pass with merit or excellence in various schools.  Unit 
standards do not allow anything but an óachievedô level and universities do not allow them to be 
counted for entry to their courses.  Therefore, we have the rather odd situation of schools boasting 
pass rates of over 75% but with fewer than 10% merit or excellence grades. 

Perhaps the best demonstration of the ease with which pupils can pass unit standards is this 
scenario:  We take most of those who fail Level 1 in year 11 and place them in unit standards courses 
in year 12. Because most have been exposed to harder work in year 11 they find the work easy, with 
the result that 90% of them pass.  The really interesting part is that pupils know the difference and 
often complain about being placed in those easy courses.  I wonôt repeat the term they use to refer to 
these courses, but it is very perceptive. 

NZQA have been aware of this situation for several years.  You probably remember the infamous 
Cambridge High Schoolôs 100% pass rate a few years ago.  It is only since Bali Haque has taken over 
the leadership of NZQA that this has been addressed.  I am delighted to be able to say that 2010 is 
the last year that easy unit standards can be used.  From next year, all assessment has to be at Level 
6 and ITO standards have to be separately reported, though they still, unfortunately, count towards 
NCEA.  A lot of schools are concerned that their pupils will no longer pass with this higher level of 
expectation. 

I think it is fairly well understood that we do a good job with those pupils who are heading for 
university and polytechs.  The results our pupils achieve at university show that they are very well 
prepared indeed.  What should also be understood is that our 90% pass rate at Level One and an 
87% Level Two pass rate for all those leaving after five years, shows that we do respond to the needs 
of a rather diverse school community. 

                                      W. K. Adams (Principal) 
 
 

 

KEY DATES 
 

MAY 
¶ Wednesday 19 ï NZSO Concert  

¶ Monday 24 ï Wednesday 26: 
Senior Benchmark 
Examinations. 

¶ Monday 25 ï Friday 28 : HNHS 
Foundation Art Exhibition  

¶ Mon 31 ï Thurs 3 June ï Special 
Needs Unit Camp 

 
 

JUNE 
¶ Wednesday 2 : Big Sing 

Competition 

¶ Monday 7 : Queenôs Birthday 
holiday. 

¶ Tuesday 15 : Wairarapa 
Exchange 

¶ Friday 18 : Y11/12/13 Reports 
Issued 

¶ Sunday 20: Y11 Geography field 
trip 

¶ Wednesday 23: Team photos 
 

 

See inside for art exhibition 
details é 

Hosting an 
International Student 

We are looking for families who would like 
to host international students. 
  The requirements for hosting are that 
you are willing to care for and supervise 
the international student as you would do 
your own children.  The student needs 
their own bedroom and broadband 
internet needs to be available in the 
house. 
  A homestay payment is made to 
families.   
  Homestay families are supported by the 
school pastoral care programme. 
 

If you are interested in hosting please 
contact Christine Bird, the Homestay Co-
ordinator, on 877 6671 or Jamie Kitchin, 

the Director of International Students,         
on 878 7483. 



Academic Success at  
Havelock North High School 
 
The following graphs show that our motto of ñAim to Excelò is something our pupils achieve in 
the classroom. 

 
NCEA EXAMINATIONS 
We maintain high standards and expect the vast majority of our pupils to enrol in academically 
challenging achievement standards courses, requiring them to sit external examinations.  
These are by and large at the old School Certificate level.  While other schools claim higher 
pass rates than ours, these are often achieved in a less demanding academic environment.  
Some schools use internal assessment and unit standards to make it easier for pupils to pass 
because they can have multiple attempts at getting the correct answers.   
 
 

We are really proud of our efforts in expecting 
our pupils to meet the higher rather than the 
most basic expectations.  Our pupils 
consistently outperform both national and 
Hawkeôs Bay averages in the attainment of an 
endorsed certificate at all three levels of NCEA. 
Over half of those who achieve at Level 1 do so 
with academic honours.  NZQAôs rule is that 
pupils who achieve through unit standards are 
not entitled to merit or excellence endorsement.   
Universities no longer accept unit standards for 
University Entrance because they know that 
they do not properly prepare students for their 
academic environment. 
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NEW ZEALAND SCHOLARSHIP EXAMINATION 
We are particularly proud of our New Zealand Scholarship results too.  We have been 
the top performing school, in Hawkeôs Bay, since that examôs inception in 2005.  
 
 Each year Havelock North High School pupils average around one third of all the 
scholarships earned by Hawkeôs Bay schools. 
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STUDENT RETENTION 
The graph of student retention shows that we are successful in holding on to our pupils for five years.  
We attribute this to a positive school environment and our ability to convince most families that their 
children need to be at high school for five years.   
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   Around the outside of the room are 
óislandsô where students carry out 
their experimental work.  Each island 
contains the services required for 
practical work ï DC power supply, 
gas, power and water.   
   The science department started 
the design process with a clear idea 
of the spaces they required to best 
deliver science to the students of 
Havelock North High School for 
many years to come.  We are all 
delighted with the finished rooms 
and eagerly await the completion of 
the next three stages.  A formal 
opening of the rooms will take place 
after the completion of stage two in 
late July. 

 

Havelock North High School has just opened 
the first three classrooms of the newly 
renovated science block.  After being spread 
about the school for 35 years, the 
department is excited about having a central 
area to call their own.  This is the first stage 
in a $1 million renovation project requiring 12 
classrooms to be stripped and redesigned.      
  The science classrooms will be a real asset 
to the school and are already attracting 
attention from other schools with their 
contemporary design and outstanding 
functionality. 

 

Science Block Renovation 
Twelve classrooms get a major ómakeoverô 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PTA Second 
Hand Uniform 

Shop 

Wed. 1:30 - 2:25  
Friday 1:30 ï 2.25 

 
We welcome all clean and 
tidy second hand uniforms 
to sell on your behalf.  The 

PTA takes 25% 
commission. The money 

raised goes towards 
various projects around 

the school. 
 

We are still looking for 
two more volunteers to 
help us run the uniform 

shop. You would be 
rostered on one 

Wednesday lunchtime per 
term!  If you are interested 

or have any queries 
regarding the uniform 
shop please phone 

Amanda Milne 
Uniform Shop  
co-ordinator 

(Hm) 877-4955 

NZQA FEES 2010 
 

The entry fee is $75 and this includes entry for three scholarship 
subjects 
The scholarship fee for each additional subject is $75 per subject 
The basic entry cost of $75 is now attached to fees and will need to 
be paid by  

FRIDAY 30TH JULY 
 

Note: the school is a collection agency for NZQA and all 
monies are passed onto them.  If the fee is not paid the student 
does not receive any results. 
 

Please ring Lin in the Executive Office if you need to set up an 
automatic payment to ensure that this fee is paid on time. 
 
Financial Assistance  - (an application form is enclosed) 
To be eligible for financial assistance the applicant (normally the 
parent or guardian of the candidate) must be the fee-payer and 
meet at least one of the following criteria: 

¶ Be receiving a Work and Income or Study Link benefit 
(benefit-based applications) 

¶ Have a joint family income that would entitle the applicant to 
receive a Community Services Card (income-based 
applications) 

¶ Be a fee-payer with two or more children who are candidates 
(multiple candidate applications) where the total fees to pay 
would otherwise be more than the $200 multiple candidate 
maximum 

 

Financial Assistance fees schedule 

Number of 
candidates 
fee-payer is 
paying for 

Fee-payer is 
eligible for 

beneficiary or 
income-based 

assistance 

Fee-payer is not 
eligible for 

beneficiary or 
income-based 

assistance 

One child who 
is a candidate 

$20.00 Full fees ($75 which 
includes 3 
scholarship subjects) 

Two or more 
children who 
are candidates 

A maximum of 
$30.00 per family 

Where fees are 
payable for more than 
one candidate, a 
maximum of $100.00 
per child and $200.00 
per fee-payer 

 
For any queries regarding NCEA please ring Glenys Sparling-
Fenton, ext 744, and for information on financial assistance or 
making payments towards this NCEA fee please ring Lin in the 
Executive Office. 

 

Nine HNHS New Zealand 
Sporting Champions already in 

2010 
Eight individuals and one team at HNHS have become national sporting 
champions by April in 2010. This is a fantastic achievement and the school is 
very proud of each of these competitors.  
    Triathlete Nikki Powell won the NZ 18-19 years short course triathlon title in 
February. George Lambert bowled his way to the TBNZ Junior Tenpin Bowling 
Pairsô title. Naomi Smit, a year 9 student, was outstanding in winning three NZ 
Age Group Swimming Championship titles in 50m, 100m backstroke and 50m 
freestyle. In Kayaking, Kayla Austin powered her way to four CRNZ sprint 
national titles in the under 17 category, while Mitch Graham collected two titles 
in the under 19 category. Our orienteers, Natalie de Burgh and Paige Heavey, 
won NZ long course titles recently in the W16 and W18 classes respectively. In 
canoe polo, the senior boysô team won the prestigious NZSS Senior Open 
Canoe Polo title. Finally, Thomas Oh was a champion in the NZ WTF 
Taekwondo title, an Olympic class event.  
    Brandon Ransfield, a downhill mountainbiker, deserves a mention amongst 
this august group as he placed second in the NZSS Mountainbike 
Championships downhill under 19 event. 
   In addition to these champions, three of our students have been selected to 
represent NZ at world championships in the near future. Nikki Powell will 
compete in the world age group triathlon championships in Hungary. Jaime 
Goodwin will compete in the junior world orienteering championships in 
Denmark, and Brandon Ransfield is in the NZ team travelling to Canada in the 
mountain biking junior world championships at the end of the year.  
   We celebrate the success of each of these athletes and pay tribute to the 
studentsô dedication and to their coaches and family who support them.  

 

Nikki Powell 

Senior Boysô Canoe  Polo 
Team.   
Top (from left) Jed Graham 
(coach), Nigel Allport 
(coach), Dave Bowley, Matt 
Keong, Richard Morrison 
(coach); front  (from left) 
John Graham (coach), Max 
Whitaker-Mills, James 
Coutts, Sam Warren; and 

captain Mitch Graham (in 
the boat) 

Naomi Smit 

Kayla Austin and Mitch Graham 

Thomas Oh 

Kayla Austin and Mitch Graham 

Natalie de Burgh and Paige Heavey Mitch Graham and Matt Keong 


